
Hastings has a wealth of clinical and externship offerings for Spring 2012

Are you interested in earning academic credit while gaining practical experience under the supervision of practicing attorneys, judges or faculty committed to your professional development?  Then one of the many clinical or externship courses might be right for you.
 
To see a complete overview of each of the clinical and externship courses, the prerequisites, units and detailed descriptions, visit our web at:  http://www.uchastings.edu/academics/clinical-programs/index.html and follow the link from the word “programs.”  

Students in the Individual Representation Clinic assume full responsibility for providing representation to low-income clients. Students handle cases start-to-finish, i.e., from the initial client interview through administrative or court hearings or negotiated settlement. The subject areas involve de novo trials of wage and hour claims in Superior Court, Social Security disability hearings, working with formerly incarcerated clients to remove barriers to housing and employment, and unemployment insurance appeals. Skills covered include interviewing, counseling, case planning, fact investigation, addressing cultural and other differences, negotiation, witness examination, and written and oral argumentation.

Mediation Clinic – Are you interested in Alternative Dispute Resolution?  In the Mediation Clinic, students under the supervision of Civil Justice Clinic and Center for Negotiation and Dispute Resolution faculty serve as mediators in Small Claims Court, for the City and County of San Francisco, and for the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC). Parties who voluntarily agree to mediation will be assigned to students who will co-mediate in pairs. A wide variety of disputes will be mediated: in Small Claims Court, landlord-tenant, creditor-debtor, consumer, and neighbor-to-neighbor problems.  Students receive extensive training in mediation techniques and spend seminar time learning and using their practical experience to reflect on mediation theory.

Are you interested in working collaboratively with community groups and social justice lawyers to pursue systemic change? If so, consider applying for the Social-Change Lawyering and Community Group Advocacy Clinic. The clinic focuses on the full range of skills and persuasive strategies that social-change lawyers utilize: lobbying, community organizing/mobilizing, community legal education, public hearings and report-writing, impact litigation, and media work.  Substantive legal areas vary broadly each semester, from immigration policy and enforcement, to workers’ rights, education and school discipline, environmental justice, re-entry of formerly incarcerated people, etc. Please email Professor Piomelli at piomelli@uchastings.edu for a list of prior student projects and projects being considered for spring 2012.  

To obtain an application for the Individual Rep Clinic, the Mediation Clinic, or the Social Change Lawyering/Community Group Advocacy Clinic, email cjc@uchastings.edu .  The deadline for applications is Friday, November 18 at 5:00 p.m. 

Immigrants' Rights Clinic students work directly with clients facing immigration issues including defense against removal proceedings, seeking political asylum, and pursuing U.S. citizenship. Students may handle adversarial hearings before immigration judges and participate in policy reform projects on immigration and refugee issues.  To apply for the Immigration Clinic, email Prof. Boswell, boswellr@uchastings.edu, with your cover letter and resume.  

Are you interested in international human rights and the protection of refugees?  Do you want to gain experience working with clients and experts, or engage in human rights fact-finding abroad, while building and strengthening your lawyering skills?  If so, consider joining the Refugee and Human Rights Clinic (RHRC) next semester.  Applications are available online at http://www.uchastings.edu/academics/clinical-programs/refugee-human-rights/info-application.html.  Submit your application and résumé as soon as possible to Vicky Siu via email to siuv@uchastings.edu  (with “RHRC Application – Spring 2012” as the subject line) or hand-deliver the application to Room 411 in the Tower (100 McAllister Street). Applications are due by 5:00 PM on Monday, October 31.  Applicants will receive an email invitation to attend a group interview and information session in early November. For more information, please contact Professor Karen Musalo at musalok@uchastings.edu or Robin Goldfaden at goldfade@uchastings.edu.
 
If Criminal Law interests you, the Criminal Practice Clinic is a full-time opportunity to work in a local DA or PD office.  Students must have completed Evidence, Professional Responsibility, Criminal Procedure and Trial Ad to be eligible to enroll. If you have completed the prerequisites and have not already contacted Professor Nancy Stuart, stuartn@uchastings.edu, please do so. For more information, see page: http://www.uchastings.edu/academics/clinical-programs/out-placement/crim-practice.html. 
 
If you are interested in working with a Bay Area City Attorney’s or County Counsel’s Office, the Local Government Clinic is for you.  Please see   http://www.uchastings.edu/centers/state-local-gov/clinics.html for additional information.  If you are offered a placement, contact Rachel Goodman, goodmanr@uchastings.edu, for permission to enroll.
Students interested in working full-time for the Legislature during spring semester should consider the Legislation Clinic.  Clinic students are placed with a member of the Legislature, a legislative committee in a subject area of the student’s interest, or with the Legislative Counsel, to learn on a first-hand basis about the statutory law making process. The clinic experience also focuses on the practice skills of legal writing, negotiation, and advocacy. The clinic begins on January 2 and ends on April 30, 2012. Two required courses are concurrently taught in Sacramento for a total of 13 units. Additional information about the clinic can be found at:  http://www.uchastings.edu/centers/state-local-gov/clinics.html. Questions may be directed to Prof. Salerno: salernom@uchastings.edu.
There will be an informational meeting for students interested in the Local Government and Legislation Clinic scheduled later this month, please watch for an announcement.
Interested in Environmental Law?  Through the Environmental Law Clinic students receive academic credit for work with nonprofit environmental groups and governmental agencies to gain hands-on experience in environmental practice.  For more information see: http://uchastings.edu/academics/clinical-programs/out-placement/environ-law.html, follow the link to placement possibilities.  The application deadlines vary but several of them are in October.  If you are offered a placement, contact Professor Nancy Stuart, stuartn@uchastings.edu, for permission to enroll.
Students interested in Employment Law should consider the Workers’ Rights Clinic.  The Workers' Rights Clinic provides free legal information and assistance to low-income workers with employment related issues. The Employment Law Center of the Legal Aid Society of San Francisco trains and supervises students who conduct client interviews and, after consultation with clinic coordinators, provide counseling, legal information, and referrals to low-income workers on a full range of employment-related problems.  Contact Professor Nancy Stuart, stuartn@uchastings.edu, for permission to enroll.

If you have taken two ADR courses and have an interest in working on dispute resolution issues at a court, non-profit, or government agency, you may be eligible to participate in the ADR Externship Program.  Taking the Mediation Clinic first is strongly encouraged. For more information, contact Professor Carol Izumi, izumic@uchastings.edu.
 
There are still opportunities for externships with judges this spring.  If you are interested in the Judicial Externship Program for spring semester, please see page: http://www.uchastings.edu/academics/clinical-programs/judicial-externs/index.html. You should submit your application materials to the judges you are interested in as soon as possible; it is worth reviewing information about the various judges/courts still seeking spring externs in the Externships office on the third floor of the Tower.  If you have been offered a spring externship, contact Professor Nancy Stuart, stuartn@uchastings.edu, to receive permission to enroll.
 
If none of these offerings fits with your interests and you have been offered an unpaid legal position with a governmental or non-profit entity, contact Professor Nancy Stuart, stuartn@uchastings.edu, to discuss the possibility of credit through the Legal Externship Program.  See page: http://www.uchastings.edu/academics/clinical-programs/out-placement/legal-externship.html.




