Abroad Program: Universita Bocconi, Milan, Italy
I studied at Bocconi University in Milan, Italy from September 2015 to December
2015. It was a wonderful, invaluable experience that I was so fortunate to enjoy.
Law Program:
Bocconi is a business school. Therefore, the focus is primarily business. Within the
law department, fortunately, there were several different classes to choose from. My
classes were Competition Law, Law of International Organizations, Private International
Law, and International Trade Law.
I found that that Competition Law was the class that was most similar to an
American law school class. It was a comparative law class, so I was able to learn about
American antitrust law as well as European Union Competition law. It was taught by a
professor that had previously taught at an American law school, and it focused heavily on
case law. However, because Bocconi is a business school, and several students are business
students, the class had a heavy economics aspect. The class was also a requirement for
economics students. Thus, it was a bigger class than any of my other classes, and it focused
a lot on the business and economics side of competition. Although this was hard to follow, I
recommend this class to any person that decides to attend Bocconi.
With my other three classes, it was very apparent that the law program at Bocconi is
newer and a little underdeveloped. Not only were there less students enrolled full-time at
Bocconi in those classes, but they also seemed a little unorganized. For example, my
International Organizations professor had to restructure the entire course because it was
presented as an introductory court, while she thought it was a continuation from a course
taught the semester prior. International Trade law was one of my favorite classes because

the topic is interesting, but also, one of the professors teaching the course – the course had
two professors – was previously a World Trade Organization judge. It was amazing
learning from someone with real-life experience. Private International law was an
interesting class because it was interesting to learn conflict of laws from a civil law
perspective.
A different perspective was the general theme of my academic life in Milan. It was a
different way of learning: for Competition Law and International Trade Law, rather than
getting cold called, groups were assigned cases to present in front of the class, and in
International Organizations and Private International Law, the professor mostly lectured
based on written rules rather than precedent or case law. It was not too difficult to adjust,
but it was just a different way of learning.
Administration:
Everything in Italy just seems a bit more relaxed and a bit slower, that includes the
administration at Bocconi. The online interface to get important dates or to get your
schedule was not always working well. Additionally, professors were able to change the
dates of their class times at a whim. This was a hard adjustment; I was so accustomed to
having the same schedule for an entire semester. However, in the big scheme of things, it
was not detrimental to my learning. Additionally, getting grades straight after the final is
not realistic at Bocconi, but I think that is true at any school.
Housing:
Since I was the only one from UC Hastings attending Bocconi in Fall 2015, I decided
to live in the dorm. I was able to meet a lot of different people, but keep in mind that the
Bocconi program is for undergraduates and graduates as well as law students from other

countries. Therefore, there are a lot of people that are younger than the average American
law student.
The dorm that I stayed in was called Residenza Arcobaleno. It is a little rundown,
but definitely livable. The only issue was that it is 25-35 minutes away from campus and
45 minutes away from the center of the city. Additionally, is it pretty bare around the
dorm; luckily, there is a grocery store nearby. However, the public transportation system
in Milan is absolutely amazing. You can basically get anywhere you want to go. I bought a
four-month public transportation pass and it allowed me to use the buses, trams, and
underground my entire stay.
Travel & Fun:
I traveled almost every weekend. If you are planning to travel around Italy, I would
recommend buying your train tickets as early as possible because the cheaper seats tend to
become sold out. Also, there are several cheap airlines to take you all over Europe. I would
also recommend exploring Milan as well, and not simply going to other places every
weekend. My only regret is that I do not think I spent enough time just exploring Milan; it
turned into a place where I went to school.
Bocconi was a wonderful experience, and I am glad that I chose to spend a semester
there. It is great for people interested in international law as well as people who just want a
semester to experience something different.
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Introduction
My third semester of law school was spent in Milan, Italy at the University Bocconi, a world-

renowned business school with approximately 15,000 undergraduate and graduate students.
Although the main attraction is its b-school, there are studies in law, which are a great compliment
to anyone interested in practicing or learning about the international legal arena. As an exchange
student from Hastings, you are allowed to take any of the graduate level courses offered. However,
it’s vital to ensure that the course will transfer over to Hastings. I took two courses in the law
department and the finance department, which I will go into detail below.
Milan
Milan is a fantastic city in northern Italy. With three airports, and two train stations, the city
is ideal for traveling in and around Europe. There are various little neighborhoods circled around
the Duomo, the main cathedral in the city center. Traveling is extremely cheap once you are situated
in Milan. I was able to take around ten weekend trips to places including Malta, Rome, Istanbul, and
Berlin, while never paying more than $100 for airfare. Trains to cities like Genoa, Parma, Bologna,
and Monaco are also inexpensive and can be booked very last minute without any price hikes.
Getting to Europe from San Francisco, I booked a flight on Norwegian Air for $199 each way
to/from Stockholm and traveled on both ends of my semester. The airline consistently has these
fares if you book far enough in advance. For anyone who wasn’t able to study abroad in undergrad,
wants to see a lot of Europe, and learn international law/finance while actually abroad, Milan is a
great choice.

Bocconi does offer dormitory rooms, but I rented a private apartment in Porta Vittoria,
roughly a twenty-minute walk to school. If you are interested in the dorms, it is good to note that
there is no wifi available; all internet is through an LAN cable. Friends of mine that stayed in the
dorms reported internet was spotty and definitely slows down later in the evening when everyone is
in the building. Also, most of the dorms (which are full of undergraduate exchange students)
require a 20-30 minute tram ride to and from school. Overall, I would not recommend you go the
dorm route. I found my apartment months ahead of my arrival on Airbnb. It was a nice studio in a
really great neighborhood, which rented for around $1100 per month. There are definitely cheaper
options depending on your desired neighborhood, whether you want to take public transportation to
school, and whether or not you want a roommate. I enjoyed living surrounded by Italian neighbors
and going to small local cafes to better my understanding of the language and culture.
Compared to San Francisco, Milan seemed rather cheap. Breakfast of a coffee and brioche
runs one euro each. You can get a filling and delicious dinner for under twenty euro, and there are
plenty of cheap panini and pasta options around campus for under five euro. There are hundreds, if
not thousands of cafes around the city to plop down your laptop and books. You’ll feel no pressure
to leave after you order no more than a coffee and stay for hours. It’s a rather student friendly city.
Law Courses
The Italian system for law school is rather different from ours in the States. Students attend
for five years after high school, so most are very young compared to students at Hastings. Courses
were definitely not as difficult as Hastings in terms of coverage, discussions, and exams. I took
International Law (4 unit hours) and Human Rights and Civil Liberties (3 unit hours).
Unfortunately, the structure of the classes was much more lecture than discussion. There was also
no Socratic method, which I found to take away from what could have been very interesting class
discussions. Most students were very quiet and it was difficult for professors to engage them. You

have a choice to take a midterm exam in most classes, which can count for half of your grade if you
are happy with it. If not, or you don’t want to do the midterm, there is one final exam that is given
in December. My exams consisted of multiple choice questions and short essays. The exams are
closed book, on paper, and usually no more than an hour and a half. Although very different overall
from my past law classes, I certainly feel like I learned a lot in both of these classes.
Business Courses
It is very easy to see why Bocconi is ranked in the top ten for business schools around the
world. The workload and concepts are on par with, if not exceeding classes at Hastings. I took
Mergers & Acquisitions (3 unit hours) and International Corporate Finance (3 unit hours). Both
were very heavily math based, and if you do not have any business or accounting experience would
be extremely difficult. For students interested in more of a business law education, these are just
two of the classes I wanted to take and strongly believe they will help once I’m out of law school.
Professors are very experienced in their area of study and invite many incredible guest speakers to
present classes. We had CEOs, CFOs, hedge fund managers, and others come in to discuss
transactions they actually worked on. There was a lot more participation from students in these
classes and overall felt more thorough than some of the law classes.
Conclusion
Study Abroad! Whether or not Bocconi is the right school for you, the opportunity to study
law in an international environment is incredible. It’s so important to have a global perspective in
our practice. Whether you are going into litigation or transactional work, international law or small
town USA private practice, your clients could be from anywhere. An international aspect to your
legal education has an endless list of benefits. I expanded my network of attorneys, learned about
international law from a European perspective, and solidified my hopes to go into international
business law. We’re very lucky to have the Global Studies Program, so take advantage of it!

Travel Report: Bocconi University Milan, Italy
In the Fall of my 2L year, I chose to study abroad in Milano, Italia at a
prestigious economics University called Bocconi. Bocconi has a beautiful campus in
a very nice neighborhood in Milan. Since the University is well known for its
economics program, there are few options for legal classes. I chose to take Intro to
the Italian Legal System, IT & Communication Law, IP & Comparative Law and Law
and Management of 3rd Sector Organizations.
First thing. Classes. The classes are much like the classes at UC Hastings,
minus the Socratic method. I did not have any mid-terms, though in 1 course it was
cancelled only due to a delay in the course’s book distribution. All professors used
PowerPoints and slide presentations, which they made available after lectures. The
only thing that is unfortunate about the classes is the fact that the professors have
very heavy accents, which makes a new subject somewhat difficult to grasp when
you can’t understand every word. Sometimes I felt it was easier, to just read and
look at the slides.
Secondly. Housing. I opted to not stay in the on campus housing facilities that
is provided for students because I wanted to really have the chance to be immersed
in the culture and get to know the city outside of the campus area. When you live on
campus, sometimes one tends to be comfortable there and exploration is limited.
Also, since the campus is has a strong undergraduate presence there are strict rules
in regards to the dorm’s hours and visitors. I knew that my other friends studying
abroad, in addition to family and friends from the US would be coming to visit so I
wanted the freedom of having whomever I wanted to stay with me for extended

periods of time. From what I heard from other students, there’s a no overnight
policy in the dorms and there’s no Wifi in the dorms. Some students that tried to
disobey these rules were written up and their home schools were notified. So it’s
pretty serious. I found my place on Airbnb.com, but I also had a friend that found
her place once she arrived in Italy from a bulletin board on campus. So there are
other options if you know that people will come visit you or you just like to have the
freedoms afforded to graduate students our age.
Lastly. Travelling. There will be ample opportunities to travel around Italy
and Europe if you choose this program. There is an international students network
called ESN that puts on weekly events, happy hours and trips at a low cost for the
study abroad students. This is a great way to meet students from all around the
world. You will make friends this way and you will most likely keep these friends.
Although the Italian students speak English, it is not very good because they don’t
use it regularly so it’ll be harder to connect with the Italian students if you don’t
speak Italian. I went on many small trips with the ESN group around Italy, some
over night but well worth it and cheap. In addition, there are a couple very cheap
airlines that can get you anywhere in Europe for under $200 round trip for easy
weekend getaways. For these getaways I also recommend Airbnb.com for quick and
easy housing. Normally will be with a family who is very warm and excited to see
you travel and get to know their country or town.
Overall, I had a blast studying abroad. I think studying abroad anywhere will
broaden your horizons and allow you to be free in a once in a lifetime kind of way.
Milano is very much a big city lifestyle as far as living. Its similar to San Francisco in

that there are many restaurants, lots air pollution, great public transit system and a
great downtown area for expensive shopping. The only thing it lacks is a beach!
Milan is not very scenic or relaxed, its big buildings, shopping, and tourism. If you
are looking for something different from San Francisco “city life” and for an
experience that is more cultural and authentic, I would recommend a different
option.

