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I participated in the Global Exchange Program in Buenos Aires, Argentina in the Fall,
2015. I was attending Austral University, which is small private school in Buenos Aires.
Austral has two campuses, one in downtown Buenos Aires and the other in Pilar, which is about
one to two hours away from Buenos Aires. The university has other undergraduate and graduate
programs and you can take classes in any of those programs. But, since I could only receive
academic credit for law school classes, I was limited to those options. Most law school classes
were offered in Pilar, which was very inconvenient. I thought that most classes offered when I
was there were very business oriented so I had a difficult time choosing something of my
interest. I was only attending part-time (because I was doing a full-time legal externship for
credit elsewhere), but if I had been a full-time student at Austral, I would have had to take a class
or two in Pilar. Generally I would say that there were not many class options so anyone
interested in going should take this into account.
Their law school program is supposed to be completed in five years, so they have first,
second, third, fourth, and fifth year classes. Most first to third year classes are taught in the Pilar
campus. Each class consists of about twenty students and they tend to take all classes together,
unless they are retaking a class or did not take it the previous year. In my situation, the class and
the seminar that I took were with fourth year students. There were also about six other
international students, most of them from Germany. Having a small group of law students who
had been studying together for several years meant that they had a certain way of doing things
that was not always clear for foreign students. For example, for midterm exams the students get
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to pick the dates they want to take the exams within a two-week period. For our class, there was
an initial discussion on a possible date but apparently the local students continued this discussion
in a WhatsApp group they were all part of. I found out about the exam date but did not know
that this group existed. A few days before the two-week exam period begun, the students
decided to change the exam date. International students never received a message regarding this
change; it was by chance that we found out it would be a day earlier than previously scheduled.
This type of local knowledge is something that you will not find out about in orientation.
Therefore, for anyone going, I highly recommend always checking in with local students because
they generally know more of how things work. The administration will not send you reminders
so you have to figure things out on your own.
In terms of the quality of the classes, I thought that the academic level was really good. It
was definitely different than at Hastings, but it was still challenging. For the one class that I
took, there was a lot of reading assigned and you did have to be prepared to participate in class.
Since it was a very small class, everyone usually participated. The professor was very
knowledgeable and regularly asked foreign students if they understood what was being said. The
Spanish level among the foreign students varied, but I would highly recommend only
participating in this program if you have a good level of the language. I am a native Spanish
speaker but sometimes I still had trouble understanding a few concepts because 1. the porteño
(that’s what people from Buenos Aires are called) Spanish is very different, with a very
distinctive accent and with many words used differently, 2. some professors tend to speak very
fast, 3. there are many new legal concepts that you need to learn, and 4. the legal terminology in
Spanish, and in Argentina in particular, is something that you cannot always literally translate
from English. The final exams are tough. My oral exam consisted of studying and memorizing
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sixteen units (everything that is listed on the syllabus), and presenting in front of two professors
two of those units that were chosen randomly chosen there. Overall, it was a challenging class.
One last thing that anyone from Hastings interested in doing this program should know is
that Austral University is a conservative school. The atmosphere, the comments, ideologies, etc.
that you will experience are very different from Hastings and the Bay Area in general. There are
religious images almost everywhere in the school so you should be comfortable seeing those
(that didn't bother me at all, but it is something that you would definitely not see at Hastings).
Lastly, people will talk about politics all the time, even during class. Maybe that was just the
specific time in which I was there (during some very controversial presidential elections), but it
was an ongoing topic of discussion.
Living in Buenos Aires was an incredible experience. It is a very large city with endless
activities so you can never get bored. There are a lot of free cultural events, great and affordable
theater performances, concerts, and many restaurants to try. Even though public transportation
was great and very affordable, it would always take me about an hour to get almost anywhere. I
had to be aware of my surroundings, especially in the downtown area or when I was taking
crowded public transit, but it was generally very safe. The food and the wine were terrific.
Housing expenses were comparable to the Bay Area, but that depends on what neighborhood you
choose to live in. I do not recommend shopping for clothes and electronics there because it is
substantively more expensive than in the U.S. Everything else was very affordable. Lastly, the
people were generally friendly. I did have to get used to greeting everyone with a kiss on the
cheek.
Overall, it was a great experience.
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