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In fall 2016, I participated in the Hastings semester exchange program at Peking University
Law School. I thoroughly enjoyed my experience and write this travel report to bestow some
words of wisdom for any law student interested in pursuing the opportunity.
I.

Pre-Arrival Preparations
Before embarking on your journey to Beijing there are some things to keep in mind.

Apply for your student VISA as soon as you receive the invitation letter from Peking University
so that you can have plenty of time to purchase your flight. Also, I would recommend purchasing
a one-way ticket because you will not know your finals schedule until you arrive in Beijing. If
you are set on returning to the states just in time for the holidays though it is possible to arrange
your schedule to facilitate that process. Another tip is to constantly keep in touch with the Peking
University international students coordinator about any materials that Peking requires prior to
your arrival. The coordinator was very responsive via email, phone and Wechat, which made the
arrival process run smoothly.
II.

Arrival and Settling in
A. Housing
The PKU international office was helpful in terms of providing resources to
facilitate my housing search. The university provides on-campus housing for
international students but you can also choose to live off campus. If you choose the latter,
be prepared to search for housing after arrival. It is not recommended to secure an
apartment in Beijing prior to arrival because sometimes the online photos may not be
reflective of what you will find when you arrive. I recommend the following sites for
apartment hunting in Beijing:
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Thebeijinger.com, Cityweekend.com. I used Beijingbuddy.com. Beijingbuddy provides
you with a housing agent who will guide you through the housing search, for a fee. The
agent will then help you with moving in and with moving out procedures. Also, if you
have never lived in Beijing and want to live off campus, be prepared to provide up to four
months worth of rent upfront. Most landlords prefer this to secure the place. This may be
different if you sublet.
B. Course Selection and Orientation
The orientation process was short but it was also somewhat complicated. The
international office at PKU provided us with two sheets to list the courses we were
interested in taking. One sheet was for law courses and the other for undergraduate
courses. However, given that were exchange students or LLM students, the expectation
was to sign up for law courses. The courses offered in the fall of 2016 were:
Constitutional & Administrative Law, Chinese Company Law, Legal Chinese, Chinese
Civil Law, Chinese Criminal Law and Chinese Judicial Systems. PKU also provides
Chinese language courses but one is not able to receive credit from Hastings. You should
know that all of the required courses are taught in English and you can take enough to
meet the 12-unit maximum that Hastings sets for students who study abroad. If your
Chinese is advanced enough you can also sign up to take law classes in Chinese. I opted
to do so and it really heightened my understanding of how Chinese law is taught to future
Chinese attorneys. Such an experience was invaluable. An additional aspect of the
orientation process was signing up for a student ID card, health insurance and school
internet. I would not miss orientation because then it will be difficult to do all of the
aforementioned steps on your own. We were also matched with a PKU student buddy.
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My buddy was extremely helpful when it came to settling in and learning about law in
China.
III.

On The Ground in Beijing
One of the most rewarding aspects of my study abroad experience was the chance to meet

and interact with law students from across China and around the world. The conversations
outside of the classroom truly enriched my learning. PKU also organized visits to courts, Chinese
law firms and government agencies, which really put our learning into practice. I would not
worry too much about spending hours in your dorm room studying when the real learning is out
in the field. The examinations, which will be discussed more in-depth in the next section, are
straightforward and the TAs are helpful in terms of helping you understand any concepts. I
would say take advantage, get out and network while there!
IV.

Exam and Departure Protocol
The final exams vary depending on the course. My exams consisted of take-home papers

and one in-class essay exam. The exams were also scheduled at the end of December so if you
are planning to return home earlier than that then plan accordingly. Most professors are flexible
with the deadline. Upon leaving, do not forget to make sure that your transcripts will be sent to
the appropriate office at Hastings.
Lastly, be sure to treasure every moment. Studying abroad while in law school was one
the best decisions I could have made. Reflecting on the experience, I not only grew as a scholar
but as a professional. Good luck as you choose where to spend your semester and enjoy yourself!

Travel Report: Peking University, Fall 2014
Before Studying Abroad:
After being accepted by UC Hastings to study abroad at Peking University there is
another application to be filled out and sent to Peking University before placement is secured.
This process was not detailed out by UC Hastings so can be confusing but students seeking to
study abroad at Peking University should take caution. Also students must also obtain a visa to
study in China. The visa that is issued for studying abroad will only allow students for a single
entry; this means that students will only be allowed into China and will not be able to travel out
without submitting for a different visa once in China.
Before going to Beijing another matter that students should take care is housing. The
school does not offer student housing. If there are available spaces then the school will reach out
to exchange students. However most exchange students do not prefer living on campus due to the
quality of the housing options. Most exchange students were able to find fellow students to live
with through email exchanges and the services provided by Beijingbuddy.com.
Studying at Peking University:
Studying at Peking University is a much different experience than the experience at UC
Hastings. Exchange students are placed in the LLM program with other foreign students. While
being enrolled in the LLM program, exchange students are limited in the amount of credits that
can be taken for the semester. Exchange students are limited to 12 credits. The registrar office at
the law school is willing to make adjustments but would prefer students to limit class load to
only 12 credits. If a student does not care about the credits and is willing to audit a class, the
professors are more than willing to accept the students to sit in on the class.
The classes offered in the fall semester are similar to the 1L classes for the Chinese legal
education. I had taken four courses that included: constitutional law, criminal law, civil law, and
company law. These four courses amounted to 12 credits and gave the foundation of the Chinese
legal system. Beyond the four courses were a more practical course called Fieldwork that
entailed trips to different governmental legal agencies and law firms to understand how the
Chinese legal system differed from the US. The courses were more in depth than the Introduction
to the Chinese Legal System taught at UC Hastings. However the Introduction to the Chinese
Legal System course had provided me the ability to better understand the classes. Therefore I
would recommend taking the course before choosing to study at Peking University.
The program at Peking University is well structured but disorganized in execution. The
classes taught in the LLM course are staffed with some of the best professors at Peking
University’s law school. An issue that I had was with the organization of the program. The staff
in the law school is very helpful and willing to help but may not provide all the information that
is needed to study at Peking University from the beginning. This problem may have been an
issue for me because I did not speak Chinese but I found that many of my fellow classmates were
also confused on how classes were going to be taught and even where the classrooms were.
Nonetheless, once I was able to figure things out with the help of the school administration and
fellow classmates, there were no real other problems during my exchange.
Life in Beijing:
Before leaving for China many people had “warned” me about living in Beijing. Some of
the “warnings” are true but I found that life in Beijing was not very difficult. The smog is truly as

bad as the rumors. This is something that students must consider because it can be difficult to
adapt to. Many students wear mask that filter the pollution but I found that I was able to deal
with the smog relatively well without a mask.
Near Peking University is a district called Wudaokou where I had chosen to live. The
area is filled with foreign students and has plenty of foreign restaurants for those who got home
sick. The area also contained close grocery markets to get whatever I needed and had a mall
when I needed stuff. The area is known for higher rent than other areas but I found my rent in a
nicer apartment to be roughly $600 per a month. The contracts will usually be for 6 months but
Beijing Buddy was able to accommodate exchange students.
Beijing is a fun city with a lot to explore. For those who are in Beijing for the first time
will find a lot of places for sight-seeing and many of China’s major tourist spots within or near
Beijing. Another benefit to living in Beijing is that students are able to travel to other parts of
China by train and planes. During my time in China there were quite a few holidays that allowed
for me to travel. Taking the train was very cheap and allowed me to travel without too much
burden. So for those who want to see other parts of China, studying at Peking University is a
good option.

