Travel Report: Global Exchange Program in Shanghai Jiaotong University (Spring 2017)
I had the opportunity to study a semester away at Shanghai Jiaotong University. It was an
mind-opening experience as I was able to take some really interesting courses and made friends
with students from many other countries at the same time. I would like to recap and review my
experience in Shanghai for students who are interested in participating in this exchange program.
I spent my Spring 2017 semester in Shanghai, and there were only a handful of exchange
students in my courses there because most students select to study abroad in the Fall. Therefore,
in all of the courses that I took, there were only at most ten people in each class. They offered 6
courses in total, 2 credits (32 hours) each. All courses were taught in English, most by Chinese
professors, and only one course called Global Governance was taught by a Belgian professor.
Although the Chinese professors are fairly fluent in using English, they do speak with accents
that some of my European classmates found hard to follow. Nevertheless, I was able to follow
their lectures quite well since all of them used slides.
Since Koguan Law School only offered 5-6 courses a semester, I did not have much
choices in selecting the course. However, I found all the courses that I was able to take pretty
interesting. I studied Administrative Law, Foreign Trade Law, Environmental Law, Law and
Development and Global Governance: China and Conflict. Through all of these classes, I was
able to explore and understand the legal culture in China, which is completely different from US
legal culture. Chinese legal system as well as the principles it operates on are greatly influenced
by Confucianism. I also have a much better understanding of China’s role and behaviors in the
international community. Regardless of domestic or international affair, the notion of
relationship plays a big role in Chinese legal culture. Overall, I have acquired very useful
knowledge that I believe would definitely serve me well when I start practicing as an
international lawyer. However, unlike our doctrinal courses at Hastings, which also incorporate
application of the doctrines, most Chinese law courses at Koguan focus more on the law on the
book rather than the law in practice. Thus, I did not really learn any legal application or legal
reasoning in these courses.
As for grading, none of the courses I took had tests. For grade purpose, I had to do
presentations and final research papers for all of the courses. Be prepared to write very long
papers (about 20 pages at the minimum each) at the end of the semester; the professors are quite
strict about the minimum requirement. I took 5 courses, so for the last month of the semester,
writing research papers was all I was doing. These papers are more like academic research
writing than legal writing, and they took me quite a while to research and write the minimum
length. It was pretty easy during the semester because most professors did not require the
students to read textbooks and prepare for in-class discussion before lecture. However, things
started to get hectic when it was time to prepare for the final papers. Unlike in our regular classes
at Hastings, the professors at Koguan do not facilitate open discussions about application of the
law or legal issues as much. They also did not call on students to answer questions. It was all
lecture with the professors talking most of the time. It might also be due to the fact that there
were only 10 students or so in a course when I was there. Nevertheless, the way courses are
taught in China is very different from what I am used to in our law school. For those who like
open discussion, they may find the lectures a bit boring.

Beside studying Chinese laws, I also had a great time learning Chinese cultures and daily
lives during my time in Shanghai. Koguan law school is in Xuhui District campus, which is
pretty close to Huangpu and Pudong, where all the fun is. Also, there are shopping malls,
restaurants, movie theaters and supermarkets, so the location of the campus is super
convenient. I was lucky enough to be able to register for a dorm room on-campus. In Xuhui
campus, there are three housing buildings for international and exchange students: Dorm no.9,
Taoliyuan and Lian Xing. I was staying at Dorm no.9, which can be a bit inconvenient for some
because there are only shared bathrooms. Dorm no.9 is also old compared to the other buildings.
However, Taoliyuan and Lian Xing are great, but getting in might be a bit difficult since a lot of
students signed up. The manager and security guards of the dorm do not speak English. In fact,
many Chinese people in Shanghai do not speak English, so it is helpful to know a little Chinese. I
am not fluent in Chinese but I can still speak and understand some, enough to communicate with
the locals when I went out. Also, a lot of useful Chinese apps are entirely in Chinese characters,
so being able to recognize some common Chinese characters would make living there much
easier. Jiaotong University also offers free elementary Chinese courses for exchange students.
What I love about Jiaotong University is its diversity. Jiaotong has a lot of exchange
programs with foreign universities all over the world, so when I was there, I lived, studied and
made friends with students from European countries, China, South Korea, Japan, Argentina, etc.
I also had a chance to talk to my fellow law students about the law in their countries and learn
something about different legal cultures. Not only that I expanded my network my making
friends from all over the world. This is one of the reasons why I wanted to study abroad.
Shanghai is an international city where Eastern values meet with Western modernity. The
city is vibrant and yet still reflects Chinese traditional principles. Moreover, Shanghai is often
known as the “social laboratory” of China due to the fact that new policies are usually
implemented in Shanghai first to test their effectiveness and compatibility before the central
government decides to expand them nationwide. Therefore, Shanghai is more open and
progressive than other cities/provinces in China. Also, it is an ideal place to study Chinese legal
reform progress. Life in Shanghai is also full of excitement. There are many affordable pubs and
bars for students to mingle. Plus, the food in Shanghai is absolutely great and incredibly cheap,
so it was one of the perks of studying abroad in Shanghai. The city is very high-tech as a
smartphone full of necessary apps is all a person need to survive. One can do almost anything
from her phone, from paying the bills to shopping online and booking all types of tickets. Getting
around in Shanghai is also very easy. The subway system is the most convenient, but I love
riding those colorful rent-on-app bikes on the street. Taxi is relatively cheap, and people can call
them through an app that is just like Uber.
Being able to live among Chinese people also helped me to understand their culture and
mindset, which in turn help me to better understand Chinese legal culture and politics. Given that
China is emerging as a economic and political world power, I personally think that it is important
for future lawyers who want to practice internationally like me to gain some understanding of
Chinese legal system and legal culture. Moreover, I have made really good friends during my
time there. I have gained some valuable experiences in Shanghai, and I can say that it was one of
my best decisions to study abroad. I highly recommend studying abroad for a semester in
Shanghai.
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Overall, it was a once in a lifetime experience and I am so thrilled that I went. Shanghai
is an amazing city and it is a perfect introduction city for those who are new to China and do not
have experience with the language. There are more traditionally Chinese areas and those that are
incredibly international and cultured. Also, China overall is incredibly cheap currently which
allows a lot of opportunity to experience the country through travel. That being said there would
be some advice that I would pass down to those who are thinking about doing the program and
most involve the law school experience there.
The most important is not to expect the classes to be on the Hastings level at all. While
all of my professors were professional and familiar with their subject matter, some had very little
English language skills. As a result, lectures were difficult to understand and some shied away
from class involvement. In terms of the school itself, it was disorganized and it was difficult to
get any actual answers from the staff there. Our main point of contact could not speak English
well at all and would visibly dodge answering questions. It was very frustrating at times. Last
minute changes to the schedule, often without notice at all, and questions surrounding it would
go unanswered.
For example, we had a professor who got a last minute appointment to work in Beijing.
While I completely understand this outside of the scope of the University’s ability to control
there was little communication about when the classes would resume. We got one email at the
beginning explaining why that class would not be starting with the others. Later, there was
another to say, the day before the actual class, that there would be one mandatory introductory
class. We found out that there would be an intensive, twice a day for three hours a day, week of
class the day before that week was supposed to start.
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It was difficult not to get frustrated with this system especially since I paid the same
amount of tuition as I would here at Hastings. While the classes were interesting and I learned a
lot about China and Chinese law, the teaching and learning were not of the same caliber as
Hastings. However, I would still encourage people to go! I would just caution them of what to
expect and that things will often not be set in stone or fall into place until the last minute and that
individual will just have to go with the flow.
The fact that the semester is on a different schedule is difficult to deal with as well. The
semester there did not end until January 17, 2017 making it impossible for me to take the
university offered language classes because they ended a week into my Hastings semester.
Instead I was fortunate enough to be able to take private tutoring classes, but this may not be an
option for others. Especially in China, having a grasp on the language made an enormous
difference in my experience.
It was also impossible to find on campus housing. The link would not work very well and
by the time I was able to access the system, the dorms had filled up. I found my apartment
through Airbnb which was an easy way to go. However, it is much, much more expensive
through that site than it would be via other means. I had a few friends who were able to find an
apartment or a room through independent means, mostly Facebook or an independent realtor
service. If I were to do it again, I would try to find an apartment this way.
One positive of the Koguan Law School, and Jiao Tong overall, is that they made a big
effort of integrating the exchange students with the Chinese students. Chinese students were able
to audit our classes and attend them. There were a number of school sponsored cultural events
centering on Golden Week and the Mid-Autumn festival. There were also meet and greets that
were organized monthly. The professors also made a point to encourage group projects that
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included exchange students and Chinese students. These efforts really enriched the exchange
experience and I feel I benefited a lot from having their perspectives in my classes.
Not related to the school, China is an incredibly overwhelming place. The sheer size of
the city and amount of people was a lot to get used to. I have lived overseas before, in what I
thought were crowded places, but they did not compare to China at all. The culture is completely
different from ours. They have no concept of personal space, push and shove to get on public
transportation, or even to take a picture in a national park. The pollution is also problematic. I
was sick fairly often and I expect that the culprit was the air quality. Shanghai is not even the
worst, but it did have some bad days. The food can also be hard to get used to. While I
personally did not have any problems, and thought that it was quite delicious, some of my
classmates from Europe had difficulties acclimating to the oil. No one I knew ever got food
poisoning though, and no one starved either. There are also a large number of Western food
stores in China that provided much needed relief for some of my peers.
None of these reasons were enough to deter me from going or ruined my experience in
any way. These are just slight pitfalls of going to Koguan Law School in Shanghai,China that I
would want someone who is considering going to be aware of. I am happy to be a resource for
other students who are considering going and am happy to answer any questions they may have.
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I spent my 3L Fall semester studying at Jiao Tong University in Shanghai,
China. Summarizing any study abroad experience can be a difficult endeavor. In an
attempt to be helpful for future students, this paper will focus on things that I wish I
would have known before studying and living in Shanghai.
The University & Classes
To begin, Shanghai Jiao Tong University (SJTU for short) has two campuses,
Mingham and Xuhui. The main campus, called Mingham, is a significant distance
away from the central of Shanghai. The law school, however, is located on the
smaller of the campuses, called Xuhui. Koguan Law School is in Xuhui District, which
is a very desirable part on Shanghai. Xuhui in part of a larger area in Shanghai called
the Former French Concession or FFC. This area is famous for having a large
expatriate population. Law school exchange students generally do not need to go to
the main campus except for the first week for orientation.
In general, the university is very unorganized compared to U.S. institutions.
The exchange program is less than 10 years old and they are still figuring out some
basic logistical issues. As an exchange student, it is very important to get used to
things being very unclear, otherwise many students will become very frustrated. It is
a good rule of thumb to remember that many things in the big Chinese cities are very
new and have changed dramatically in the last 15-20 years.
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Koguan Law School offers around a dozen courses in English. The courses
differ each semester but feature a wide array of topics. Some of my personal favorites
were Chinese Securities Law and Chinese Constitutional Law. The majority of the
professors had U.S. law degrees and/or have spent time teaching abroad as a visiting
professor. The quality of teaching varied, but overall the classes were both
interesting and provided a great supplemental learning opportunity to the out-ofclassroom experience.
The Fall semester at Jiao Tong technically does not end until the end of
January (or early February) before the start of the Chinese New Year. However, many
of the English classes end in early December. Classes generally do not meet for the
entire semester but instead certain weeks. For example, Chinese Contracts may only
meet for Weeks 7 – 15. But it is entirely possible (if not, required) to finish all of your
classes before Christmas and be back to the U.S. in time for the beginning of Spring
semester.
Living in Shanghai
Living in Shanghai can be very difficult at times, but can also be easier in
comparison to living in other foreign countries. Because of the large ex-pat
population working for foreign companies, and the difficulty of Chinese language,
there are many services designed exclusively to help foreigners living in Shanghai.
For example, there is a mobile application and website called Smart Shanghai, which
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delivers a tremendous amount of information ranging from restaurants to shipping
services to help ex-pats navigate Shanghai. Smart Shanghai is a great resource to
stay up to date on the events and news happenings in Shanghai. Another service to
note, is called Sherpa, which will deliver food from many of the great restaurants in
Shanghai.
Transportation is generally very easy. The underground metro system is one of
the largest and most advance in the world. All of the stops / stations are marked and
announced to both Chinese and English. Many of metro stations are very large and
therefore it is extremely important to know which “numbered exit” to enter and exit.
Uber is also very reliable and helpful. Even though the metro makes the city very
accessible. The distances can be deceiving; therefore, it is important to live within a
couple stops of the University. Some exchange students live on campus in the
international dorm—I however rented an apartment using AirBnb. Smart Shanghai
can also be a good resource to find housing.
Other Random Advice
If studying over the Fall semester, August and September are some of the best
months in terms of weather—so, if you can, go early. Also, I was particularly surprised
about how much it rained during October and November. The air pollution comes
and goes, but it can get very bad. Checking the Air Quality Index (AQI) and knowing
when to stay inside becomes an important precaution. Overall, living / traveling in
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China is difficult but is also a very rewarding experience. It is unlike anywhere else in
the world. Shanghai, in particular, is a modern and wonderful city—with lots to offer.
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INTRODUCTION
As a 2L who studied abroad in Shanghai during the fall semester, I would highly recommend this
program for all law students, both 2Ls and 3Ls. Despite the inevitable discomforts that are confronted
when studying abroad in any foreign country, studying in Shanghai is an exceptional opportunity for
students to learn about Chinese law and society, to immerse themselves in Eastern culture, and to explore
other diverse areas of the world.
STUDYING AT JIAO TONG UNIVERSITY
At Shanghai’s Jiaotong KoGuan Law School, the professors are extremely well-educated and
studying there provides an excellent learning opportunity. As a foreigner, there are many social and
societal differences that pervade Chinese culture. The classes at KoGuan law school were beneficial
because they not only taught about Chinese law, but also about Chinese society, culture, and history,
which made the experience of living in Shanghai even better. For future students interested in studying in
Shanghai, I would recommend taking the following courses if available: Chinese Constitutional Law,
Anti-monopoly law, Chinese Law & Society, Chinese Criminal Law & Procedure, and Securities law.
The classroom experience in Shanghai is very different from what we are used to in American law
schools. Most professors at KoGuan law school provided a power point presentation and lecture for three
hours per class, involving very little student participation, such as calling on students to answer questions
or creating a seminar-like classroom discussion. While most American law schools test students primarily
through one final examination at the end of the semester, in Shanghai, students are additionally tested on
the material throughout the course of the semester by writing research papers and providing presentations
to the class. This aspect provided a unique classroom experience because most students were from
different countries and therefore offered various and interesting perspectives on the material we learned in
class in addition to how the legal system operates in their home countries.
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Another difference between KoGuan law school and typical American law schools deals with
dissemination of information and administrative support. At UC Hastings, for example, the faculty and
administration provide high-level support and coordination for all students, such as providing a thorough
orientation process and adequate access to information regarding the school, courses, San Francisco,
public safety, etc. At Jiaotong, however, students must seek all information on their own which can at
times be difficult. In light of this, it is important to know that Jiaotong has two locations: the Minhang
campus (its main campus) and the Xuhui campus (where the KoGuan law school is located). Exchanged
students must attend orientation registration at the Minhang campus, and this is required. The most
convenient way of traveling to Minhang is by bus from the Xuhui campus, which Jiaotong University
provides. The bus runs twice daily: once in the morning and once during the evening, and the schedule
varies so it is important for students to contact the school confirm the bus schedule. Alternatively,
students can travel to Minhang by metro, which takes approximately 2 hours each way.
LIVING IN SHANGHAI
Jiaotong University offers student housing for exchanged students, which are conveniently located
on campus, and is where many exchanged students choose to live. Alternatively, students can live offcampus in other areas of Shanghai. I lived in an Airbnb located in Xuhui District (the same district
KoGuan Law school is located) in a neighborhood called the Former French Concession. My apartment
was a 10-minute walk to Jiaotong’s Xuhui campus. Based on my experience, living off-campus provides
students with a better opportunity to immerse themselves in Shanghai culture.
The Former French Concession is a beautiful and charming neighborhood, has a high expat
population, and has many diverse restaurants located on every block. Students should also take advantage
of tasting all the wonderful food that is in Shanghai. In addition, living in Shanghai is extremely safe.
There is little to no petty crime in Shanghai and it is not uncommon for people of all ages to be walking
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around the streets in the middle of the night. That being said, students should always be aware of their
surroundings and it is possible for tourists to become victims of scams when visiting any country.
Nonetheless, Shanghai is safer than most places and I would highly recommend that students live offcampus in the Former French Concession because it provides a better opportunity to experience Chinese
culture while also being located in close proximity to school.
It is possible to live in Shanghai without knowing how to speak mandarin; however, I think it is
important to try and learn some basics of the language to get the best out of the experience. Various
methods of learning mandarin include language courses offered by Jiao Tong, Rosetta Stone, and an app
called “My Chinese Friend” that I used very often to help me learn basic Mandarin.
Students living in Shanghai should download the app “Smart Shanghai” and also become familiar
with the website. This app/website is run by expats who have lived in Shanghai for several years and offer
invaluable insight for newcomers. For students living on campus, there is no need to purchase a Virtual
Private Network (VPN) before arriving since Jiao Tong’s internet already includes a VPN. For students
living off-campus, however, a VPN is highly recommended in order to access websites such as Gmail,
N.Y. Times, Facebook, etc. For reference, I used “Express VPN” during my stay in Shanghai and found it
to be relatively reliable.
Traveling within Shanghai is extremely easy. Shanghai’s metro system is efficient and can take
students almost anywhere in the city. Upon arrival in Shanghai, students should go to any metro station
and purchase a “Shanghai Public Transportation Card.” I recommend starting with 100 CNY on the card.
Furthermore, traveling outside Shanghai to other areas of China is just as easy. The high-speed railway is
the most efficient mode of transportation and is typically the cheapest option. During my stay in Shanghai
I traveled to Beijing, Xi’an, Wuzhen, and Hangzhou. I highly recommend traveling around China.
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Lastly, my experience in Shanghai was enhanced by my Chinese friends. There are many students
at Jiao Tong who have already studied at Hastings or who plan on studying there. Making friends with
local Chinese students is a great way to learn even more about Shanghai and Chinese culture.
Overall, studying and living in Shanghai was an excellent opportunity that I highly recommend.
During my experience, I learned so much about international law, Shanghai society, and Chinese culture
that I think are invaluable for all law students, and not just those interested in international law.
Of course, I am more than happy to speak with any student who might be interested in studying in
Shanghai. Please feel free to email me.
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Shanghai Jiao Tong University Fall 2014
Half a year in Shanghai can be difficult to encapsulate in a few pages and
words. Shanghai is distinctively different from the rest of China and is a mixture of
many different cosmopolitan cities in the world. Historically, Shanghai has always
been an international hub in an otherwise closed continent and thus has a mixture
of influences that’s probably hard to find anywhere else in the world. Because of
uniqueness of living in Asia, let alone Shanghai, it would be important to describe
the experience from both an academic and a lifestyle perspective.
Academically, my experience at Jiao Tong University was a very positive one,
notwithstanding a few roller coaster rides. You’ll immediately realize that China
moves at a different level of responsiveness than what we’re used to in the
American legal community. Administrators might not return your emails and may
not return your calls, but you mustn’t take this as a sign of incompetence. The
people working in the offices do try very hard to address your issues, but they won’t
take time out of their day to deal with it. Generally, there aren’t big enough issues
where this is a problem, but I would caution that you need to be demonstrative
when you need something to be taken care of administratively. This may be my only
gripe with the program.
The positives of my education Jiao Tong are numerous. From a more political
and social perspective, Shanghai is very progressive and liberal as a city, especially
compared with other Chinese cities like Beijing. This is heavily reflective in the
academic teachings, as the professors are extremely open and critical of their own

government. This may come as a surprise to many westerners, but the professors
all seemed genuinely interested in challenging the government and changing the
status quo. Your education will not be filled with mistruths and convoluted facts;
they’re very serious about teaching you about the flaws of the Chinese government
and very serious about your perspective. This is something to cherish in an
otherwise rather secretive government.
From a social and lifestyle perspective, Shanghai will be either really easy to
handle or shocking, but for all the best reasons. You’ll quickly realize this is
probably the most developed cosmopolitan in the world. Technological advances in
public transportation and even mobile infrastructure are unmatched. The level of
implementation of new apps and services are beyond what we experience in the
United States. People like new things and they like it fast.
You’ll also really quickly realize that certain things are quite cheap, and
others are simply not. Food ranges from the very affordable local Chinese eats to
the very unaffordable Michelin restaurants. H&M will be expensive there. However,
other things are incredibly affordable. Customized prescription sunglasses, tailored
suits, custom print canvas photos can all be had for maybe 20% of the US price if not
less. The city is full of surprises, and you’ll find everything from the cheapest foods
and goods to the most luxurious and expensive products available anywhere. The
contrast can be shocking.
The most interesting aspect of life in Shanghai is the freedom. The society is
based off of thousands of years of Confucian principles, and the one you’ll likely
notice the most is that people care about their inner circle more than anything else.

This directly translates into very safe streets and very little violent crime. You’ll also
notice that people really don’t care about what you’re doing, so long as you’re not
bothering anyone else. There’s very little interference with police and their
presence is different than what you would feel in America. I think this aspect of life
was very liberating in Shanghai and I hope others can realize this as well.

