
 Madeleine Bernhardt is an adjunct professor at the Berlin 

School of Economics and Law in Germany where she teaches 

psychology of communication and emotion to law enforcement 

officers. She is also a regular lecturer at the German Judicial Academy 

and various Ministries of Justice and works with international law 

firms on the psychology of witness examination and emotional 

influences on the legal process. Prior to joining the Berlin School of 

Economics and Law, Madeleine was Managing Director of the Center for Transnational Law 

(CENTRAL) at the University of Cologne, Germany. The center is devoted to research, 

teaching and study of transnational commercial law and private dispute resolution in 

international business, including mediation and arbitration. At CENTRAL she regularly 

organized international Summer Academies on Mediation and Business Negotiation as well as 

on International Commercial Arbitration, and developed and taught soft skill training courses 

for law students and lawyers. 

 

 Madeleine has six years of experience working with judges and prosecutors on 

emotions in the court hearing, the psychology of witness examination, rhetoric and influences 

on legal decision-making processes and published articles about the importance of emotional 

and social competencies for lawyers. Madeleine studied law and psychology in Cologne, 

Berlin and Paris. During her time at CENTRAL she finished her doctoral studies were she 

explored the interdisciplinary understanding between judges and psychological expert 

witnesses in the criminal main hearing. 

 

 In her spare time, she enjoys dancing salsa with her husband, workout and yoga 

sessions and to further explore the fascinating city of Berlin.   


