Class Notes Autumn 2005  

1948 

A Starring Role in a World War II Saga 

Retired Judge Rudy Michaels (’48) is one of the real-life protagonists of “The Ritchie Boys,” a German-made documentary about a group of German-speaking, mostly Jewish émigrés who fled the Nazis in their teens or early 20s. Trained in Camp Ritchie, Maryland, in intelligence and psychological warfare, they returned to Europe as soldiers in U.S. uniform. Michaels, who served as an interrogator of prisoners of war, went on to a distinguished law career as Alameda County Public Defender, Chief of Legal Services for the California Department of Social Welfare (now Social Services), and an Administrative Law Judge with the Office of Administrative Hearings. The widely acclaimed Christian Bauer film has been aired in the U.S., Canada, and Germany and won honors at the Jerusalem International Film Festival. Michaels’ own personal Ritchie Boy story was featured in the Sacramento Bee on March 11 and the San Francisco Chronicle on February 4. The film’s website, www.ritchieboys.com, has more information.  

1950 

Howard Dickenson was the subject of a profile in the Yountville Sun in April. The founding partner of Napa County’s largest law firm, Dickenson, Peatman & Fogarty, Dickenson is the father of Charles H. Dickenson (’78), who is also a partner in the firm.  The baseball stadium at the Community College of Southern Nevada has been named for William Morse, a longtime Nevada attorney who died last December.  

1958 

San Francisco’s 21st Century College Preparatory Academy will be named for former San Francisco Mayor and California Assembly Speaker Emeritus  Willie L. Brown, Jr., the San Francisco Board of Education has decided.  

1960 

Susannah Convery is serving as Chair of the Senior Lawyers Section of the California State Bar through September. U.S. Magistrate Judge Willard McEwen retired from the U.S. District Court of Appeal, Central District of California, at the end of 2004. 

1961 

Maurice E. Huguet was the youngest city attorney in Contra Costa County when he was hired. Now the longest-serving, with 41 years as Clayton’s first and only city attorney, Huguet retired from that post in July and is the new Assistant City Attorney. 

1962 

Otis Young, a partner in the San Jose firm of Needham, Davis, Kirwan & Young, was the subject of a March article in the Santa Barbara New Press entitled “Elder Abuse Gives Him a New Cause.” His efforts as an advocate for elders prompted him to become a plaintiff’s attorney. Rudy Michaels (’48) today. Private First Class Michaels in 1941. Class Notes Deadlines Spring/Summer issue February 1 Autumn issue August 1 Winter issue November 1 

1963 

Nevada’s new building in Carson City housing the state’s Department of Conservation and Natural Resources has been named for U.S. Senator Richard H. Bryan. Previously, Senator Bryan served Nevada as Attorney General, Governor, and a state legislator. 

1964 

After 17 years on the bench, San Diego Superior Court Judge Bernard Revak retired in April. Orange County Superior Court Judge Thomas Thrasher has retired from the bench and joined Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Services in Orange. 

1965 

Sacramento Superior Court Commissioner Christopher Longaker was profiled in a the March 17, 2005, edition of the Los Angeles Daily Journal in an article entitled “Family Law, Mediation Fit Commissioner’s Character.” David Lyman has been promoted to Chair and Chief Values Officer for Tilleke & Gibbins International in Bangkok, Thailand. 

1966 

Judge Richard Frazee has retired from the Orange County Superior Court after more than 17 years on the bench. He has joined Judicate West in Santa Ana, where he is involved in mediation and arbitration in civil, real estate, business contract, and probate disputes. Justice Timothy Reardon of the California Court of Appeal, First Appellate District, was the subject of a January profile in the Los Angeles Daily Journal entitled “Justice Relishes Rigorous Analysis of Cases in Court.” 

1967 

Alameda County Superior Court Judge David Hunter was the subject of a January profile in the Los Angeles Daily Journal entitled “Veteran Alameda Judge Proves Fearless Under Fire in His Courtroom.” 

1968 

Santa Barbara County Superior Court Judge Rodney Melville, who presided over the Michael Jackson molestation case, was the subject of a story entitled “Superior Court Judge Maintains Uncompromising Control in Entertainer’s Case,” which appeared in the Torrance Daily Breeze in January.William Richmond, District Attorney for Alpine County, and the work of his office in California’s least populated county, were the subject of an article entitled “Peace and Crime in State’s Tiniest County,” published in the Salt Lake City Tribune in February. Alameda Superior Court Judge Carlos Ynostroza was the subject of a May story in the Los Angeles Daily Journal entitled “Judge Lets Lawyers Try Their Cases.” 

1970 

Sonoma County Superior Court Judge Robert Dale has retired after nearly 20 years on the bench. Susanne Martinez has retired as Vice President for Public Policy of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America. Her retirement plans include a return to California after 28 years in Washington, D.C. James McGowan is a principal at Investor Education Services in Pasadena. He published a book entitled Terror-Proof Your Mind and Money in 2004.   

Law Week in San Diego 

Every year, San Diego’s lawyers come together to celebrate the rule of law and reach out to the community during Law Week. Hastings was well represented at the San Diego County Bar Association’s 2005 Service Awards Law Week Luncheon. Dennis Dorman (’71) was recognized for the largest forwarding fee from 2004 based on his expert handling of a difficult legal malpractice case referred from the Bar’s Lawyer Referral and Information Service. Michele Macosky (’94) received the Community Service Award for her efforts working with numerous community organizations.  

1971 

Marin Superior Court Commissioner Harvey Goldfine was the subject of an April profile in the Los Angeles Daily Journal entitled “Jurist Finds Bench Best of All Worlds.” 

1972 

Los Angeles Superior Court Commissioner H. Kirkland Jones retired in March and now plans to focus on travel and other leisure activities. In March, the San Francisco Recorder wrote about Marin Superior Court Judge James Ritchie in an article entitled “Marin’s Judge Ritchie Called Methodical, Thoughtful.” 

1973 

Sandra I. Blair has been lecturing throughout California on changes to the Domestic Partnership Act. She is a San Franciscobased Certified Family Law Specialist. Penn Butler has joined Squire, Sanders & Dempsey in Palo Alto as of counsel. He is involved in the firm’s bankruptcy and reorganization practice. D.W. Jeffries has joined Alschuler Grossman Stein & Kahan as a partner in the insurance and reinsurance practice group in Santa Monica. Parker Kennedy, Chair of the Board and CEO of the First American Corporation in Santa Ana, was profiled in the Orange County Business Journal in May. The Kern County Women Lawyers Association presented its first lifetime achievement award to Judge Sharon Wallis Mettler. The award will be named in her honor. Judge Mettler, who has served as a trial judge in Bakersfield for 24 years, has been President of the California-Nevada Women Judges Association and the District 14 Director of the National Association of Women Judges. Stanley Witkow has joined the Skinner Transportation Group in Westport, Connecticut, as General Counsel. 

1974 

Randall B. Allen and Marcia Perez (’94), both with Allen & Associates in San Francisco, successfully defended a deaf/mute client who was facing deportation. In a rare decision, U.S. Homeland Security terminated proceedings against their client and allowed him to stay in the U.S. for humanitarian reasons. Jerome Behrens, previously in the Fresno office of Lozano Smith, now heads the firm’s new Sacramento office, which serves public agency and school-district clients. Montana State Senator Jon E. Ellingson has been elected by the state senate’s Democratic caucus to serve as Majority Leader through December 2006. Judge Thomas Glasser was profiled in the Los Angeles Daily Journal in a January article entitled “Small- Town Judge Gets His Share of Nightmare Cases.” A San Bernardino County Superior Court Judge, he has bicycled the Pacific Coast from Oregon to Mexico with his wife, Sue. Judith Mazia is the Associate Director of Planned Giving for UCSF; a San Francisco probate and trust attorney; and a mediator for the U.S. District Court of the Northern District of California, the California Court of Appeal First Appellate District, and the San Francisco Superior Court. Donald Miles has become a partner with Ropers, Majeski, Kohn & Bentley in San Francisco. Martha Richards recently celebrated three years as the Executive Director of The Fund for Women Artists, a Florence, Massachusetts, nonprofit organization dedicated to helping women artists acquire resources to support their creative work. Cleary Professor of Law Elaine Shoben retired from the University of Illinois after 30 years there. In July, she joined the law faculty at the University of Nevada at Las Vegas. 

1975 

S. Davis Carniglia has been pursuing a Ph.D. in jurisprudence and social responsibility at UC Berkeley School of Law. Scott Drexel was named Chief Trial Counsel for the California State Bar Court. Virginia Peiser has become of counsel to the tax and estate planning practice at Archer Norris in Walnut Creek. Richard Seabolt was appointed as Chair of the Litigation Section of the State Bar of California for 2005–2006. A partner with Hancock Rothert & Bunshoft in San Francisco, he also serves on the Judicial Council’s CACI Jury Instruction Committee and the ABTL Board of Governors. In addition, he is the co-author of the Matthew Bender California Pretrial Civil Procedure/Discovery Guides. 

1976 

Worth Dikeman, a Humboldt County Deputy District Attorney in Eureka, has announced his candidacy for the position of District Attorney. The election will be held in June 2006. Jesse Gaines is the Chief Executive Officer for Legal Aid of Northwest Texas in Arlington. In June, the Alameda County Superior Court appointed George Hernandez, previously the supervising judge of the Hayward Superior Court, to a two-year term as its presiding judge. The Volunteer Legal Services Program in San Francisco named John Koeppel as its Volunteer of the Month for February 2005. A partner with Ropers, Majeski, Kohn & Bentley in San Francisco, he has taken on approximately 50 pro bono cases over his many years working with VLSP. Paula Kuty retired from her position as Chief Assistant District Attorney the Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office in May. Judge Jaime Roman, the presiding administrative law judge in the Office of Administrative Hearings in Sacramento, has been appointed as the Emergency Preparedness Liaison Officer for Northern California for the Army Reserve. He remains an active reservist with the rank of Colonel. Ann Veneman is the head of UNICEF, the United Nations children’s agency, which works in 158 countries to protect the rights of youngsters. She was the first female U.S. Secretary of Agriculture during the first term of President George W. Bush. The Bay Area chapter of the National Lawyers Guild honored San Francisco attorney Marilyn Waller, a founding member of the Women’s Prison Legal Education Project, at a dinner in April. As a National Lawyers Guild member, she has traveled with delegations to Cuba, Mozambique, Israel, and the West Bank.  

1977 

Elizabeth Franco Bradley has opened the Los Angeles law firm of Bradley & Bradley with her daughter. Andrew Gee, owner of the space-themed restaurant Starship Pegasus in Italy, Texas, writes that he is creating a College of Space Exploration. Thomas Humphreys is a partner with Morrison & Foerster in New York. Stoel Rives San Francisco-based partners David Ivester and Lawrence S. Bazel (’84) and Stoel Rives associate Christian Marsh (’00) have left the firm to start their own shop, Briscoe, Ivester & Bazel, which focuses on land use and environmental law. In its list of top 100 verdicts for 2004, the National Law Journal included Christopher Whelan’s disability discrimination case in which his client was awarded more than $19 million. It was the country’s largest verdict in an employment case for the year. Whelan has his own law office in Gold River. 

1978 

Duane Choy, who no longer practices law full-time, is writing a column on gardening for The Honolulu Advertiser. In addition, he is a volunteer coordinator and docent trainer for Honolulu’s municipal gardens. An avid hiker, he also leads walks for the Nature Conservancy. Robert Flannery retired in December 2004 and moved to Udon Thani, Thailand. He invites Hastings alumni traveling to Thailand to contact him at rhflannery@yahoo.com. Donald Franson, Jr. was appointed to the Fresno Superior Court in February. His father, Donald Franson, Sr. ’51, was appointed to the same court in 1967. Business Week magazine ranked Real Estate Loopholes, written by Garrett Zook Sutton, seventh on its list of top-selling business books of 2004. The book was on the best-seller list for 15 months. Sutton is an attorney with the Sutton Law Center, which has offices in Sacramento, Reno, and Jackson Hole. 

1979 

In March, Philip Beglin completed the 103-mile Solvang Century Bicycle Ride. Beglin has been the Kern County Deputy Public Defender for the past 22 years. Janis Birkeland has been a Visiting Fellow at the Australian National University in Canberra and is the author of the book Design for Sustainability. She has lived and worked in Australia for many years after spending time in San Francisco as an artist and architect, urban designer and city planner, and attorney focused on environmental law and planning. Scott De Vries was elected to a sixth term as Managing Partner with Nossaman Guthner Knox & Elliott in San Francisco. Steven A. Herum received a 2005 California State Bar Journal California Lawyer Attorney of the Year Award for his environmental/land use work. He is the former President and Board Member of the Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce and past Chair and current member of the Stockton Port Commission. David M. Humiston, a partner with Los Angeles office of Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold and chair of the firm’s healthcare practice group, has been appointed by the ABA’s Health Law Section to chair their managed care and insurance interest group for the 2005-06 term, his second consecutive appointment to this role. Michael Kokesh has stepped down as President and CEO of Gentiae, an internationally recognized San Franciscobased provider of cardiac safety monitoring, logistics services, and technology, which he founded in 2001. He will remain as a consultant for several months. Nion McEvoy was profiled in the San Francisco Business Times in February. He is the managing partner of the McEvoy Group, as well as CEO and Chair of Chronicle Books in San Francisco. Thomas Mesereau, a partner with the Los Angeles law firm of Collins, Mesereau, Reddock & Yu, successfully defended Michael Jackson in his highly publicized case involving child molestation and related charges. The Los Angeles Times profiled Mesereau in a June story entitled “Attorney’s Career Has Had Plenty of High Stakes and High Pressure.” Jeffrey Schmidt has been appointed Deputy Director of the Bureau of Competition at the Federal Trade Commission in Washington, D.C. Thomas Trapp has been named managing partner with Barg Coffin Lewis & Trapp in San Francisco, where he specializes in environmental law. 

1980 

Matthew Hodel is a partner with Hodel Briggs Winter in Irvine, where he has a civil litigation practice. In March, Matthew Larrabee was elected to a three-year term as Chair of Heller Ehrman in San Francisco. He also was profiled in the San Francisco Business Times in July. The California Public Defenders Association named Michael Ogul as its Defender of the Year. Based in Oakland, he is an Assistant Public Defender for Alameda County. Peter J. Siggins is serving as the interim chief of staff to California Governor Schwarzenegger for several months leading to the November 8 special election. 

1981 

United States Congressman Edward Case, who represents Hawaii, was the subject of a February profile in his state’s Midweek newspaper entitled “Which Way Will Ed Run?” Kennard Goodman has joined LandAmerica Financial Group in Seattle as an Associate Claims Counsel. Mary Greenwood was named head of the Office of Public Defender for Santa Clara County. She previously led the Alternate Defender’s Office. Lynne Hermle was named one of the top Bay Area attorneys in employment law in a recent survey conducted by the San Francisco Recorder. She is a partner with Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, where she specializes in complex class actions. 

1982 

Dan C. Bolton has been named the first Director of Litigation for the Oaklandbased Law Center for Families. Merrilee MacLean joined Karr Tuttle Campbell in Seattle as a shareholder in 2003. She continues to practice in the areas of bankruptcy and creditors’ rights. She was recently appointed to the advisory board of the Ninth Circuit Judicial Council and has also served a three-year term on the Executive Committee of the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference and spoken at the annual meetings of the Ninth Circuit’s chief bankruptcy judges. Karl Olson received the 2005 James Madison Freedom of Information Award from the Northern California Society of Professional Journalists. He was recognized for his work related to the First Amendment. Victoria Saxon was listed in the eleventh edition of Best Lawyers in America in the categories of banking law and financial institutions and transactions. She is a partner with Hodgson Russ in Buffalo, New York. Leslie Thomsen has returned to her real estate and land use law practice in Santa Rosa after four years in Washington, D.C. While in the nation’s capital, she worked for Michigan Congressman Bart Stupak as Press Secretary and Counsel for Energy and Environmental Issues and also was Communications Director for the National Breast Cancer Coalition. 

1983 

Colin Coffey is serving as President of the Contra Costa County Bar Association for 2005. He is a partner in Archer Norris in Walnut Creek. San Mateo County Superior Court Judge Marie Weiner was the subject of a June profile in The Recorder entitled “Courtroom Candy Doesn’t Mean Judge Sugarcoats.” 

1984 

Nestor Barrero was a guest lecturer for the course, Managing Diversity: The Matrix of Change, which is part of Stanford University’s program on public policy. Barrero is Vice President and Employment Counsel for NBC Universal in Universal City. Stoel Rives San Francisco-based partners Lawrence S. Bazel and David Ivester (’77) and Stoel Rives associate Christian Marsh (’00) have left the firm to start their own shop, Briscoe, Ivester & Bazel, which focuses on land use and environmental law. Domenic Drago has been appointed Chair of the real estate/land use and natural resources/environmental practice group with Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton in San Diego. He had been managing partner of the firm’s Del Mar Heights office. Michael Fox has joined the Jamba Juice Company in San Francisco as Vice President of Legal Affairs. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has named Michael Gaffey to the Alameda County Superior Court bench. Judge Gaffey had been a Deputy District Attorney for Santa Clara County. San Francisco Superior Court Judge Kathleen Kelly was the subject of a June profile in the Recorder entitled “Law is a Family Tradition for Judge.” She is the granddaughter of former California Gov. Edmund G. “Pat” Brown and niece of Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown. Fernando Tafoya recently opened his fourth law office, located in Watsonville. Tafoya & Associates also has offices in San Francisco, Fresno, and Visalia and focuses on personal injury, sexual harassment, and workers’ compensation cases. Tafoya also is serving on the Human Relations Commission for Fresno.  

1985 

San Francisco Public Defender Jeffrey Adachi was the subject of a May story in the San Francisco area Reporter newspapers that described how he had organized the second annual Juvenile Justice Seminar and how he is favorably viewed by African-Americans in the city. Zinnia Coronel Barrero has joined the Glendale office of the State Compensation Insurance Fund. She represents employers in workers’ compensation litigation. Brandon Baum has joined Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw as a partner in the Palo Alto office. His specialty is intellectual property. Previously, he was a partner with Cooley Godward. Nanci Clarence has been named a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers. A partner with Clarence & Dyer in San Francisco, she focuses her practice on criminal defense. Ronald Foll has joined Wellpoint-Blue Cross in Woodland Hills as an Associate General Counsel. Loren Hillberg has joined Macrovision Corporation in Santa Clara as Executive Vice President and General Counsel. The company’s first inside counsel, he previously served as Senior Vice President and General Counsel of Macromedia. Andrea Rosa has formed The Rosa Law Group, a Sacramento employment law firm. She previously served as Deputy Director for Legislation and Policy Development for the California Department of Fair Employment and Housing under Gov. Gray Davis. She also teaches employment law as an adjunct faculty member at several local colleges. Last January, the Santa Clara County Bar Association presented its Byrl R. Salsman Award to Santa Clara County Superior Court Judge Erica Yew for her contributions to the legal community. In March, California Assembly Member Rebecca Cohen named her Woman of the Year for District 24. 

1987 

In May, Michael Burstein, whose Los Angeles law practice focuses on estate planning and probate issues, hosted the annual fundraiser known as Smartarita to support students participating in a mentoring program at a Gardena middle school. The founder of the South Bay Mentoring Assistance Resource Team, Burstein held the event at a beach house featured in the 1990s television series “Beverly Hills 90210.” Jan Gruen is managing partner with Newmeyer & Dillion’s Walnut Creek office. Her practice focuses on business, construction, and real estate litigation and insurance law. Cynthia Newton has relocated to Portland, Oregon, where she is an associate with Swanson, Thomas & Coon specializing in personal injury work. She had practiced law with the San Francisco firm of Walkup, Shelby, Bastina, Meloida, Kelly, Echeverria & Li until 2000 and is the mother of eight-year-old twins, Carol and George. Her husband, Mark, is a pastor at a local Presbyterian church. Timothy Parker was elected a partner with Kirkpatrick & Lochart Nicholson Graham in San Francisco. He specializes in investment management and securities law. Victoria Powers is among seven listed as leaders in their field in the 2005 edition of Chambers USA American’s Leading Lawyers for Business. She is a partner with Schottenstein, Zox & Dunn in Columbus, Ohio. Michael Schwartz has joined Charleston School of Law in South Carolina as a tenured full professor. His first book, Expert Learning for Law Students (2005) was published this summer. He also is the co-author of a second book scheduled for publication in 2006, entitled Pass the Bar! Helena M. Tetzeli was selected for inclusion in the 2005-06 edition of Best Lawyers in America. Michael Webb prevailed in a runoff election to become City Attorney in Redondo Beach. 

1988 

Jean Batman has formed Legal Venture Counsel, a San Francisco law firm providing corporate general counsel services to small and emerging companies. She had been a partner with Duane Morris.William Gaede has joined McDermott Will & Emery as a partner in the firm’s intellectual property department. He co-chairs the firm’s biotechnology and life science practice group and continues to focus his practice practice on significant intellectual property disputes in the life sciences and pharmaceutical industries. Gaede previously was a partner with Cooley Godward in Palo Alto. Matthew Krimmer opened his own entertainment law firm in Manhattan Beach after working for 15 years as an in-house senior executive with such entertainment companies as Disney, Sony, and Fox. Currently, he is involved in financing and other matters related to a project in conjunction with the band U2. David Lui is Chief Compliance Officer for U.S. Bancorp Asset Management in Minneapolis. Previously, he was Chief Compliance Counsel for Franklin Advisors in San Mateo. Rebecca Riley has opened her own law firm in Northridge specializing in criminal defense. Manuel Saldana has joined Gordon & Rees as a partner with its Newport Beach and Los Angeles offices. Maria Valdez has been named a U.S. Magistrate Judge for the U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois, in Chicago. 

1989 

Todd Calvin has joined Walt Disney Television Animation in Burbank as an attorney in the business and legal affairs division. He previously held executive positions with Sony-based film producer Laurence Mark and the San Francisco Opera. Peter Maretz has become a shareholder in the San Diego office of Shea Stokes & Carter ALC. Diane Matsuda was among Japanese-Americans in the state honored for their efforts on behalf of the California Civil Liberties Public Education Program at a San Francisco gala held in June. She is Executive Director of the California Cultural and Historical Endowment. Emery Mitchell has joined the San Francisco office of Baker & McKenzie as a corporate partner. Laurie Shigekuni published an article on estate planning entitled “Estate Planning for People with Young Children (Part 2)” in San Francisco’s Hokubei Mainohi. She has her own San Francisco law office focused on estate planning and probate matters. David Skinner was among three Meyers Nave attorneys successfully defending against the appeal of a trial court decision in favor of the City of South San Francisco upholding the city’s general plan designation of up to one residential unit per acre for its “Sign Hill” property. 

1990 

Ethan Berkowitz is a candidate for the Alaska governorship in 2006. A Democrat representing Anchorage, he has served in his state’s House of Representatives since 1997 and has been House Minority Leader since 1999. Richard Berry has been promoted to Vice President for NASD Dispute Resolution in New York City. He has been with the organization since 1995 and has served as its Director of Case Administration since 2001. He also is an adjunct professor at New York Law School, where he teaches an arbitration and mediation course.With a friend, Matthew Emrick has started Soluri & Emrick, a Sacramento firm specializing in land use, environmental, water, and mining law. Previously, he was a partner at Sacramento’s Diepenbrock Harrison. Michelle Carey Jones is now Vice President and General Counsel for NCH Marketing Services in Deerfield, Illinois. In 2005, Sunena Sabharwal marked the oneyear anniversary of her own practice, The Sabharwal Law Offices, in Oakland. 

1991 

Ruben De La Torre has resigned after five years as Ventura County Superior Court Commissioner. 

1992 

Todd Goluba has become a partner with the Pleasanton law firm of Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo. He continues to represent school and community college districts and is serving as 2005 President of the California Council of School Attorneys. Nina Haller is President and CEO of The Legal Edge, a Los Angeles legal recruitment firm. Kenneth Muller is a partner and Co-Chair of the private equity fund group at Morrison & Foerster in San Francisco.  

1993 

In May 2005, Governor Schwarzenegger appointed Regina Brown Deputy Director for Communications and Legislation for the Department of Fair Employment and Housing. She has served as Deputy Attorney General with the Department of Justice since 1996. Morrison & Foerster has elected Gregory Caligari a partner. He works at the firm’s Walnut Creek office, where he is a member of the real estate group. Robin Cawelti (previously Robin Brewer) has joined the U.S. Treasury Department in Washington, D.C., as a civil penalties specialist. She also has married Michael Cawelti. Terri Finkbine Arnold has joined the staff of the California Court of Appeal’s Fourth Appellate District, Division One, in San Diego as a senior appellate attorney.Warren Kelly is a founding partner with Amador, Desjardins & Kelly in Long Beach. He specializes in civil litigation. Nicholas Mack is Assistant General Counsel at Yodlee, a Redwood City high-tech firm offering aggregationpowered solutions to the financial industry. Todd Mayo presided over a workshop on legal and practical aspects of appraisals held during the Land Trust Alliance Northeast annual conference in Saratoga Springs, New York, in June. Mayo is an associate with Cleveland,Waters & Bass in Concord, New Hampshire. Darren Smith was in New York City during summer 2005 for performances of “Repo! The Genetic Opera,” a musical that he wrote. He continues to live in Newport Beach and to practice bankruptcy law as President of Darren Gordon Smith in Costa Mesa. Edward Urschel has joined InfoGenesis in Santa Barbara as General Counsel. He also was listed in “Who’s Who in Professional Services” in his area by the Pacific Coast Business Times. 

1994 

Amy Fitzpatrick has been named Executive Director of the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program. She previously served as Assistant Attorney General and Chief of Litigation for the National Government of the Federated States of Micronesia. Jeff Furchtenicht was the subject of a profile in the Oregon State Bar Bulletin that described how he and his wife started Remy Sol Coffee, which the article terms “a business venture with a social conscience.” Furchtenicht, who previously focused on transactional work in his law practice with Cooley Godward in San Francisco, provides directly to consumers high-quality coffee from a small farmers’ cooperative in Costa Rica. Michael Harper has left San Francisco for Washington, D.C., where he is a senior manager for PricewaterhouseCoopers. John Matra has joined GoldPocket Wireless in Los Angeles as Senior Vice President for Business Development. Marcia Perez and Randall B. Allen (’74), both with Allen & Associates in San Francisco, successfully defended a deaf/mute client who was facing deportation. In a rare decision, U.S. Homeland Security terminated proceedings against their client and allowed him to stay in the U.S. for humanitarian reasons. Matthew Ruggles has been elevated to shareholder with Littler Mendelson, a labor and employment law firm in Sacramento. Nina Schuyler’s first novel, The Painting, was one of five Northern California Book Awards finalists in fiction. She began teaching creative writing in 2004 at the University of San Francisco, and will also be teaching at San Francisco State. Her husband is environmental lawyer Peter Seeger (’99). Dannette Smith has joined United Health Group in Minnetonka, Minnesota, as Deputy General Counsel. 

1995 

Michelle Brenard has started her own law firm in San Francisco. She focuses on employment law, personal injury, and contracts. Neal Chilingirian has opened a law office in Encino. He is a certified specialist in taxation law. Garry Cohen has opened a law office in San Mateo and specializes in trusts and estates. Rachel Hester is a Revenue Agent at the Internal Revenue Service’s San Jose office. Michael Huttner has become the Executive Director for ProgressNow.org, a progressive media center. He also writes that he is marrying Debbie Herz, a New York University law school graduate, and moving to Boulder, Colorado. Amanda Kramer has become a partner with Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek in San Diego and has been a certified specialist in family law since 2002. Joseph Levin appeared on the “It’s Your Call with Lynn Doyle” television show, which airs on the East Coast from Maine to Maryland, several times in March. The partner with the Atlantic City, New Jersey, firm of Levant, Martin & Levin provided legal commentary on the Michael Jackson trial. Jonathan Lovvorn has joined the Humane Society of the United States in Washington, D.C., as head of its animal protection litigation section. He previously was a partner with D.C.’s Meyer & Glitzenstein. Christopher Parsons reports that he is Vice President and Corporate Counsel for FlyHawaii Airlines in Honolulu. Marc Rubinstein has joined Lehman Brothers in Japan as Vice President and Corporate Counsel, Asia. Hina Shah has joined Leonard Carder in Oakland, where she represents labor unions and employees in complex litigation. In 2004, she was invited to China to participate in a labor law conference for Chinese law professors as a teacher of comparative employment law. Tim Smith is General Counsel and Vice President with the Genomics Institute of the Novartis Research Foundation in San Diego. Judith Tang, an attorney with Wendel, Rosen, Black & Dean in Oakland, has been certified as a specialist in estate planning, trust, and probate law by the State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization. One of the few California estate planning attorneys fluent in Cantonese, she is a frequent speaker on Chinese-language radio and television programs.

1996 

Antony Buchignani is a partner in the Los Angeles office of DLA Piper Rudnick Gray Cary, where he specializes in real estate, franchise, and commercial business litigation. He and his wife, Sarah Andrus ’94, live in West Los Angeles. Florence Chamberlin is a partner with Osberg- Braun & Chamberlin in Miami, Florida, where she specializes in immigration law. Elizabeth Chilton is a staff attorney at Central California Legal Services in Fresno and an Adjunct Professor at Fresno City College, where she teaches legal writing and research for its paralegal program. Todd C. Hayes is a partner with Foster Pepper & Shefelman in Seattle, where he specializes in insurance coverage and construction defect litigation. He and his wife, Kristi Schifrin Hayes, are the parents of Cole Harrison Hayes, born in 2004. Marianna Klebanov has joined Hinshaw & Culbertson in San Francisco as an associate specializing in complex insurance litigation. Sunil Kukarni has been elevated to partner with Morrison & Foerster. He is a member of the litigation department in the firm’s Palo Alto office. Bingham McCutchen has promoted Fabio Marino to co-practice group leader of its intellectual property litigation and patent prosecution group in East Palo Alto. Patricia O’Prey has become a partner with the law firm of Richards Spears Kibbe & Orbe in New York City. Her practice focuses on litigation. Ariela F. St. Pierre is Senior Counsel with Visa USA in San Francisco. Bryan Vereschagin became a founding member of the San Francisco law firm Gonzalez & Leigh in March 2005. He represents plaintiffs in personal injury, civil rights, and products liability matters. He previously was with Morison-Knox, Holden, Melendez & Prough in Walnut Creek for six years and with the San Francisco office of Sedgwick, Detert, Moran & Arnold for three years. 

1997 

Kenneth W. Brakebill was named a partner with Morrison & Foerster. He is a member of the firm’s litigation department in San Francisco. Susan Eandi has been elevated to partner with Baker & McKenzie. She specializes in employment law and is based in the firm’s Palo Alto office. Craig Enochs has been named a partner with Jackson Walker in Houston, Texas. His practice focuses on deregulated energy law. He welcomes inquiries from any Hastings alumni interested in practicing law in Houston and can be reached at cenochs@jw.com. Emi Gusukuma will chair the San Francisco Ethics Commission through 2010. She practices law with the San Francisco firm Haas & Najarian. Arman Javid is a partner with McQuaid Bedford & Van Zandt in San Francisco. Jeffrey Layman has moved to the Hong Kong office of Fulbright & Jaworski. The senior associate began his practice with the international law firm’s Washington, D.C., office. Albert Y. Liu is General Counsel and Secretary at Netgear in Menlo Park, a worldwide provider of branded networking products. Tiziana Sucharitkul has become partner and head of the dispute resolution department with Tilleke & Gibbins International in Bangkok. She previously was an attorney with Milbank, Tweed, Hadley, McCloy in Los Angeles and Singapore. Deborah Shinbein has joined Faegre & Benson in Denver as an associate specializing in intellectual property and sports law. Paul Shorstein has moved to Jacksonville, Florida, to become an attorney with Pajcic & Pajcic, a plaintiff’s civil litigation firm. He previously lived in Atlanta, where he worked for the DeKalb County District Attorney’s Office for nearly six years. He married in 2003 and became the father of a daughter, Sarah, in October 2004. Kim Tung is the 2005–2006 President of the Barristers Section of the Los Angeles County Bar Association. Also a member of the boards of the Southern California Chinese Lawyers Association and the Asian Business League of Southern California, he is an associate with Danning, Gill, Diamond & Kollitz in Los Angeles. Kristy Wheeler has joined Greenan, Peffer, Sallander & Lally in San Ramon as an associate specializing in commercial and civil litigation. She also became the mother of Alexandra Alice Montee in September 2004. Sindy Yun is a senior associate on the complex asbestos litigation team with Archer Norris in Walnut Creek.

1998 

Corey Buffo, General Counsel for the Department of Motor Vehicles in Washington, D.C., has been appointed to the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. Robert Burlingame is now a senior associate with Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman in San Francisco. He specializes in trademark and intellectual property issues. He writes that he and his wife, Julie, welcomed their first child in June. Trent Campione is an associate with Dewey Ballantine in Austin, Texas. Maureen Burke Cobarr became a principal with the Seattle firm of Cairncross and Hempelmann in January and gave birth to a son, Patrick Ransom Burke Cobarr, in March. Menlo Park-based Perkins Coie partner Brian R. Coleman is serving as President of the Board of the Silicon Valley Intellectual Property Law Association. Mariah Garcia has joined Morgan Miller Blair in Walnut Creek as a real estate transactional associate. She previously practiced law with Pillsbury Winthrop in San Francisco. Gilbert Romero was a featured speaker at the Project Lyons Youth Summit sponsored by the Ventura County Leadership Academy as part of a program offering youths alternatives to violence. Romero is a prosecutor in the sexual assault and family protection unit of the Ventura County District Attorney’s Office. Menlo Park-based Perkins Coie associate Glenn Von Tersch is a member of the Board and Program Chair of the Silicon Valley Intellectual Property Law Association. Sarah Weinstein has joined the Palo Alto office of Mayer, Brown, Rowe & Maw as an associate. 

1999 

Lee J. Adams is Vice President of Operations at Poway-based Quality Built, the nation’s largest quality assurance firm for residential and multi-family construction. Kumani Armstrong has joined the Walnut Creek firm of Glynn & Finley as an associate. His practice focuses on complex civil litigation. San Bernardino County Deputy Public Defender Kyung Kim and his wife recently welcomed their first child,William. Paula Lawhon has opened her own law office in San Francisco. She specializes in employment and family law. James Leonard reports that he has been living in San Jose and working since 2000 as a Deputy District Attorney in Santa Clara County, where he currently is assigned to the Career Criminal Unit. He married Ella Carter in June. Jean Pledger has become a partner with Klein, DeNatale, Goldner, Cooper, Rosenlieb & Kimball in Bakersfield. Also the president of the Kern County Women Lawyers Association, she practices in the areas of business litigation, real property, real estate, oil and gas, and environmental law. Hooman Soleimanzadeh’s real estate company, American Capital Properties, has acquired shopping centers in Dallas, Texas, and Orlando, Florida. The company’s cofounder, he is based in Beverly Hills. Scott Steiner is a Deputy District Attorney in Orange County, where he prosecutes felony crimes in his office’s jury trial intensive felony unit. Hillary Weiner and her husband, Brett, are pleased to report the birth of their daughter, Abigail Jessica, on March 10, 2005. Cathleen Yonahara has joined Freeland Cooper & Foreman in San Francisco as an associate. Her practice focuses on labor and employment law. Marco Zambrano writes that he married Reina Ramirez in August 2004 with several Hastings alumni present: his brother Armando Zambrano (’02); groomsman Felipe De La Torre (’97); and 1999 classmates Gabriel Flores (best man), Jose Luis Martin (groomsman), and Avery Belka. Zambrano is a contracts manager for Securitas Security Services in Westlake Village. 

2000 

Amir Atashi-Rang and business partner Elyse Park, a UC Davis law graduate, have opened an estate and tax planning boutique firm in San Francisco. Both were formerly associates at the Myers firm in San Francisco. Lloyd Chee has joined First American Title Insurance Company in Seattle, where he specializes in commercial real estate. Eric Junginger is an associate in the San Francisco office of Hanson Bridgett Marcus Vlahos Rudy. Bradley Kennedy has become a staff attorney with the Dane County Circuit Court in Madison,Wisconsin. His work focuses on civil and administrative law. Stoel Rives San Francisco-based associate Christian Marsh (’00) and Stoel Rives San Franciscobased partners David Ivester (’77) and Lawrence S. Bazel (’84) have left the firm to start their own shop, Briscoe, Ivester & Bazel, which focuses on land use and environmental law. Daniel O’Connor, cofounder of Zorch Software in Sandy, Utah, writes that he welcomes inquiries from Hastings students interested in learning about business development in the software/ high-tech industry. Tawni Parr (previously Tawni Olson) has married her mountain biking partner, Bruce Parr, and is practicing law at Goyette & Associates in Rancho Cordova. 

2001 

Neeraj Bali has joined Logitech, Inc., in Fremont as worldwide patent counsel. Connie Cheung is an associate at Lerach Coughlin Stoia Geller Rudman & Robbins in San Francisco. She previously practiced with Milberg Weiss. Benjamin Ho has joined Lafayette & Kumagi in San Francisco as an associate specializing in civil litigation and employment defense. Charlie Oh has joined Dechert in San Francisco as an associate. Cameron Platt is enjoying the continued successes of Platt Law Group, the real estate and business law practice he formed in 2003, and of Platt, Inc., the real estate brokerage and investment company he formed in early 2004. Holly Pranger has opened her own law practice in San Francisco, The Pranger Law Group. Her specialty is intellectual property, employment discrimination, general business, and litigation. Mark Sundahl left the San Francisco office of Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pitman to join the faculty at Cleveland- Marshall College of Law in Ohio. He invites his Hastings classmates to contact him at mark.sundahl@law.csuohio.edu. Michelle Younkin has joined the San Francisco office of Holme Roberts & Owen as an associate. Her practice focuses on antitrust and complex commercial litigation. 

2002 

Adriana and Robert Brava-Partain are celebrating the birth of their son, Nathaniel, born on September 17. She is an associate with Leyva & Night in Montebello, and he has joined Baum Hedlund in Los Angeles, where he primarily represents injured parties in prescription drug products liability cases. Lauren Dodge has joined the Danville firm of Gagen, McCoy, McMahon & Armstrong as an associate specializing in criminal defense and juvenile law. Jeffrey Hazarian has joined Green Hills Software in Santa Barbara as Chief Financial Officer. He previously spent 19 years in executive positions with Tenera, a software and services provider. Michelle La Plante has become an associate with Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & Bass in San Francisco. A member of the corporate and transactional practice, she joins the firm from Milbank Tweed, Hadley & McCloy in Los Angeles, where she focused on project finance. Sean McAuliffe is a corporate associate at Covington & Burling in New York. Jennifer Rampton and David Lunas ’03 opened the immigration law firm of Lunas & Rampton in San Francisco in July 2004. They also were featured in an East Bay Express cover story on a veterinary malpractice suit in June 2003. Courtney Schreiber has joined Nixon Peabody in San Francisco as an associate specializing in insurance coverage and litigation. Shigh Sapp is serving as Second Secretary and Vice Consul at the U.S. Embassy in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Dara Tabesh is an associate specializing in patent litigation with Morrison & Foerster in Palo Alto. Jason Tarasek has relocated from San Francisco to Minneapolis, where he is a litigation associate with Best & Flanagan. He is engaged to marry Jessica Savran ’05. 

2003 

Brian Bayati has joined Cihigoyenetche, Grossberg & Clouse in Rancho Cucamonga as an associate focusing on civil litigation. Brigid Biermann is a trial attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust Division in San Francisco. Abby Bilkiss returned to graduate school this fall at U.C. Berkeley’s College of Environmental Design. She will focus on urban planning in the city and the Regional Planning Program. Eileen Chauvet has joined the real estate practice of Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & Bass in San Francisco as an associate. Rosa Figueroa-Versage is a staff attorney at Children’s Law Center of Los Angeles. She and her husband, Andres, are the parents of Isabella Bianca, born in 2004. Elisabeth Lambert has been appointed California Central Valley Division Manager for Asset Preservation, Inc., a subsidiary of Stewart Title Co. Working from the Fresno office, she conducts seminars in Kings, Kern, Tulare, Fresno, Madera, and Merced counties on real estate transactions and tax-deferred exchanges. Emily Landsverk has become a staff attorney for the Deaf Women’s Legal Project at the Law Center for Families in Oakland. Reichi Lee has joined the Family Violence Prevention Fund in San Francisco as a staff attorney. David Lunas and Jennifer Rampton (’02) opened the immigration law firm of Lunas & Rampton in San Francisco in July 2004. They also were featured in an East Bay Express cover story on a veterinary malpractice suit in June 2003. Kathryn Martin has joined Barg Coffin Lewis & Trapp in San Francisco as an environmental associate. Mirissa McMurray has become an attorney with Bay Area Legal Aid in Redwood City. Emmett Seltzer has joined Boornazian, Jensen & Garthe in Oakland as an associate specializing in insurance litigation. David Stec is an associate with Dechert in San Francisco. Chiemi Suzuki has joined Frommer Lawrence & Haug in New York City as an associate specializing in intellectual property and high technology. 

2004 

Cary Chen has joined United Commercial Bank in San Francisco as Associate Corporate Counsel.  Christine  Chestnut has joined the California Coastal Commission in San Francisco as an Enforcement Analyst.  Heather Davey has joined Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pitman in San Francisco as an associate specializing in real estate law.  Aron Deferrari is a Deputy District Attorney for Contra Costa County.  Jessica Giannetta has joined Sutton Hatmaker in Fresno as an associate. She practices in the areas of employment law, business litigation, and civil litigation.  Jennifer Kaufman has joined the National Labor Relations Board in Washington, D.C., as a staff attorney.  Molly Lee has become an associate specializing in labor and employment law with Hanson, Bridgett, Marcus, Vlahos & Rudy in San Francisco.  Matthew Mannering is an associate specializing in litigation with Pollak, Vida & Fisher in Los Angeles. Graham Mills has joined McCormick, Barstow, Sheppard,Wayte & Carruth in Fresno as an associate specializing in litigation.  Briana L. Morgan, formerly a law clerk for Judge David Levi of the U.S. District Court, Eastern District of California, in Sacramento, is clerking for Chief Judge Anthony Scirica of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in Philadelphia. After her clerkship, which ends in September 2006, she plans to join Bingham McCutchen.  Melody Overton has joined the Cowlitz County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office in Kelso,Washington, as a Deputy Prosecuting Attorney.  Alphonse Provinziano is a San Bernardino County Deputy District Attorney.  Grace Roh is an associate in the employee benefits practice group with Seyfarth Shaw in Los Angeles.  Sreoshi Datta Sheth has joined Harriett Buhai Center for Family Law in Los Angeles as a staff attorney. She married Neil S. Sheth in March.  

In Memoriam 

Hon. William Channell (’49), an emeritus member of the Hastings Board of Directors, died at age 82 on May 7. He had suffered from Parkinson’s disease. Appointed to the bench in 1970 by then-Governor Ronald Reagan, Judge Channell served on the Contra Costa County Superior Court for 15 years before being appointed to California’s First District Court of Appeal. He retired in 1990. Judge Channell entered Hastings after completing service in the U.S. Army during World War II. He worked for the Alameda County District Attorney’s Office before co-founding a civil litigation firm first located in Martinez and subsequently in Walnut Creek. In 1989, then-Governor George Deukmeijian appointed him to a 12-year term on the Hastings Board of Directors. Judge Channell is survived by his wife, Patricia; his daughter, Nancy Dunn; and his son,William, Jr.  
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