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Career Corner

Career Tips

Becoming an Expert

By: Pamela Hyland, Assoc. Director
for Career Development

ver wonder how attorneys

become experts in a particular

practice area? Gaining years of
experience is one way but you also
can become known as an expert by
researching and writing articles for
publication.

As you are preparing your note for
journal, writing an extensive paper
for a class or entering a writing
competition, think about how to get
even more mileage for your
research by configuring an article on
the same topic for the legal press or
for law-related magazines, either in
print or online.

The demand for content is strong in
all areas of legal publishing,
especially online sources where
they seem always hungry for well-
written articles. Here are some tips
to help you plan a project.

Read several issues of the
publication before you begin drafting
to get an idea of the style of the
publication, the general length of the
articles and the advertisers who
support it. The advertisers can be
an interesting indication of who is
the target audience of the
publication and, as you learned

in writing classes, knowing your
audience is the first step to writing
an effective article.

Contact the publisher for guidelines
about the style, content, topics and
submission deadlines. You often
can find this information on the
website or in the masthead of the
publication. It's a good idea to ask
them what topics they'd like to see
covered, too — often they have ideas
about topics they’d like to print.

Do a literature search for articles on
your topic; if other articles have
already been published, read them
be sure you aren’t addressing the
same issues. Or, if you disagree
with what has already been written,
you will have an idea of the kind of
“reaction article” you might write.

Using the style of the publication,
draft your article to conform to their
standards. If the publication is
formally academic in nature, you'd
copy that language style. If it's more
of a popular magazine or online
publication, the tone will likely be
more casual and breezy. Consider
the audience — what will they want
to read?

Put the article under your
“Publications” heading on your
resume as soon as you hear that it
has been accepted, using standard
citations for publications. Before
you know it, you could be the expert
that others refer to on a particular
topic!



Want to make an
appointment with a career
counselor?

Call the CSO Front Desk
at (415) 565-4619.

Everyday, the Career Services
Office receives new listings. Log
onto HastingsCareersOnline.com

courtroom procedure. Externs will
be trained to work independently in
preparing bench memoranda. This
involves significant legal research
and analysis. Familiarity with the
Bankruptcy Code or attendance in a
bankruptcy law course is preferred,

but neither is a requirement to apply.

Unpaid. Years Required: 1L, 2L.
Materials Requested: Resume
and writing sample. Contact:
MichaelGomez@cach.uscourts.gov

and check often for new postings.
Just a few highlights:

SUMMER

US Bankruptcy Court (Riverside,
CA). Judicial Externship available
in the Chambers of the Honorable
Meredith A. Jury, US Bankruptcy
Judge, Central District of CA. PT.
Externship will provide valuable
experience through exposure to
bankruptcy law and federal

Alumni Mentor Program
Orientation

Tue., 2/5; 3:40 — 4:30pm
Room 314, 198 Bldg.

Advance Sign Up Required!
Sign up on:
www.HastingsCareersOnline.com

(AMP orientations are scheduled
every week)

N

or by mail: 3420 Twelfth Street,
Riverside, CA 92501. Deadline:
02/23/08

Apple, Inc. (Cupertino, CA) Apple
seeks a legal intern whose respon-
sibilities will include: legal research
and counseling involving patent,
intellectual property licensing and
litigation, related subjects; working
with attorneys and outside counsel
on patent matters; and the creation,
evaluation and processing of

PI/PS Day Reminders

Deadline for cancelling
PI/PS Day interviews
Tuesday, 2/5 by 5:00pm

Final PI/PS Day interview
schedules available online
Wednesday, 2/6

PI/PS Day
Saturday, 2/9
8:00am — 5:00pm
198 and 200 McAllister

invention disclosures. Candidates
must have an excellent academic
record, strong writing and oral
communication skills, and must be
detail oriented and able to handle
multiple tasks. Experience with
computers, technology and
consumer electronics is essential.
Years Required: 1L, 2L. Materials
Requested: resume. Paid.
Contact: darnell@apple.com.
Deadline: 05/17/08

This Week's Events:

Career Options in Public
Interest Law
Monday, 2/4; 3:40 - 4:30pm
Panel/Room F

Career Options in Sports &
Entertainment Law
Tuesday, 2/5; 3:40 — 4:30pm
Panel/Room F

Small Firm Table Talk
Wednesday, 2/6
5:00 — 7:00pm
Networking Event/
Dining Commons



