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Professor M. David Gelfand holds the Ashton Phelps Chair
of Constitutional Law at Tulane Law School in New Orleans,
Louisiana. He was educated at Columbia College, Columbia Law
School, and Oxford University.

Professor Gelfand has written several books, including Suing
and Defending Cities for Federal Constitutional Violations: A Treatise for City Attorneys
and Public Interest Litigators (LexisNexis 3d ed. 2001 & semi-annual
supplements). He is the coauthor of State and Local Taxation and Finance
in a Nutshell (West 2d ed. 2000), and the Editor and contributing
author of a three-volume treatise entitled State and Local Government Debt
Financing (West Group 1991 & annual supplements and revisions).
He has also authored dozens of articles on constitutional law,
voting rights, British intergovernmental relations, and state and
local government finance.

In 1987, Professor Gelfand was a Fulbright Senior Lecturer
in Japan, and he returned to Japan and Korea in 1993 as a lecturer
on Constitutional Law and local government. He has also lectured
on similar subjects in Africa and Western Europe, and he later
served as a constitutional advisor to various countries in Eastern
Europe.

Professor Gelfand represented successful plaintiffs in the
Jefferson Parish, Westwego, and Gretna voting rights cases, involving
local governments, as well as amicus in the U.S. Supreme Court’s
Chisom case, involving the Louisiana Supreme Court. In a more
objective role, he served as Special Master, drawing the local
government districts for Washington Parish, Louisiana and for
Dade County, Florida. As the court-appointed independent
expert, he prepared Florida’s Congressional districts in 1992.

Professor Gelfand was lead consultant on voting rights issues
to the New York City Charter Revision Commission (1987-89).
He served as a member of the New Orleans City Planning
Commission (1986-88), and subsequently (for many years) he
represented the New Orleans City Council and various City
agencies in negotiations and litigation regarding civil rights issues.
Professor Gelfand has testified in federal and state courts
(including California) as an Expert Witness on land use and
exclusionary zoning issues, civil rights and civil liberties, the



value of legal services, powers and fiduciary duties of local
government officials, and municipal finance.

Professor Gelfand has litigated dozens of civil rights and
civil liberties cases at all levels of the federal court system and in
several state courts (Florida, Louisiana, New York, and
Washington). He is a member of the New York and Florida bars.



